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The Ballad of Bothwell & Marie -
Rick Stanley
Review by Eric Cathcart

Rick Stanley’s offering “The Ballad
of Bothwell & Marie” is a solid self-pro-
duced listen that features this multi-in-
strumentalist as a traditional balladeer
of the highest level. More importantly,
Rick reminds us that the ancient tradi-
tional Bards were men. Here, we get a
great idea of what the old world may
have sounded like, compared to
today’s field of predominately female
harper-bards. Rick shows romantic pas-
sion and sensitivity in both his rich Cat
Steven’s like singing and confident play-
ing. He provides a powerful and au-
thentic glimpse of Scottish and Irish
imagery in his choice of traditional mu-
sic that is (gratefully, in this reviewer’s
opinion) picked out from less well-trav-
eled repertoire.

Rick Stanley is a world-class musi-
cian, arranger and artist who has per-

formed or recorded with many great
musicians: Paul Horn, The Beach Boys,
Glen Campbell, Ry Cooder, Hoyt
Axton, Steven Stills and other fine
musicians in his long career with
Columbia and Epic Records. Rick is
one of those rare musicians who were
first in line when talent was being passed
out. Rick plays on his personally de-
signed and built 30-string nylon levered
harp. He also performs on guitar, penny
whistle, harmonium, and bodhran.
Added guest artists Daniel Sperry on
cello and Brenda Knox on flute and vo-
cal harmonies round out this simple and
honest recording. ‘

Highlights include Battlefield Band’s
Davy Steele and John McCusker’s
beautiful “Last Trip Home,” an appro-
priate choice and emotional tribute to
Dawvy’s recent passing. Also Rick’s origi-
nal “The Ballad of Bothwell and Marie,”
a very cool and historical piece about
James Hepburn’s unwavering and loyal
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friendship with the beautiful Mary
Queen of Scots — perfect for a
Capercallie or Loreena McKennitt
cover.

From a production point of view, the
recording wants more of Rick’s harp
playing featured with mixes of
instrumentals. He is such a fine and
technically skilled player; it would be
nice to hear more of that. Equally, most
of the songs start with a ‘pretty’ intro-
duction that could have been better
served with some adventuresome or
‘less safe’ arrangement approaches to
starting off a piece.

Contact Rick via his website at
Rick@celticharps.com and add this one
to your collection for his harp accom-
paniment ideas, to pick up some great
songs, and of course as a general musi-
cal listening treat from a fine ballad singer
and very talented musician who de-
serves a much wider recognition. &

—ZFEric Cathcart is a professional musi-
cian, producer and principal of Potomac
Talent, a Washington, DC based talent
agency. He may be reached at
eric@potomactalent.com.
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